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. In 1818 the cholera was epidemic in
England, and at that period rice flour was
mixed in large quantities with the bread
flour of the country.

In 1822, rice produced serious effects in
a public institution in London.
About 1826, very deleterious effects

were occasioncrl in a family at Twicken-
ham by the use of rice.

In 1830 damaged rice was in Ireland,
and the second house attacked with cho-
lera in the county of Galway, was one in
which the noxious rice was present, and
wherein it had been used for food.

In Nov. 1833, a woman, named Welldon,
died shortly after eating a meal of rice at
Limehouse, according to her own state-
ment as contained in Mr. Barnett’s
letter published in THE LANCET. This
case alone is sufficient to excite the
whole of our medical Israel, from Dan even
to Beersheba. For it did not occur at

Jessore, Allahabad, the Mauritius, Bata-
via, or Canton, but in the metropolis of
the British empire, and is recorded in the
’pages of Tun LANCET, uncontroverted
by any man. May 1 then express my
full. conviction, that a sufficient case has
at last been established, to attract the
attention of the British legislature to the
important facts which are proved to affect
the health of the community of the British
islands, by means of the vast importation,
in free traders, of deleterious rice from the
East Indies, and that among other sub-
jects connected with the condition of Bri-
tish India, the means which ought to be
adopted for improving and cleansing the
rice lands of Bengal, will not pass un-
noticed by the intelligent members of the
present Parliament ? I beg to remain
yours very faithfully,

R. TYTI.ER, M.D.
London, January 20th, 1834.

R. TYTLER, M.D.

THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, Jan. 25th, 1834.

THE LATE MR. LAMB AND THE

IF persons occupying high and im-

portant offices in the state could but be
made to understand the value of impartial
evidence in all matters of legislation, they
would ever turn a deaf ear to the crafty
whisperings of courtly and intriguing mo-

nopolisers and slanderers. In the common
pursuits of life, if an individual constantly

appeal 
to secrecy as his shield while

arguing on matters of general interest,
the honesty of his purposes is immediately
questioned by all persons who are ac-

quainted with the ordinary causes of

human action. If it be wrong, therefore,
in unimportant matters to submit to the

’ injunctions which secret contrivers would
I impose on our language and our conduct,
how much more pregnant with danger is
the adoption, by legislatures, of the closet

; recommendations of parties who dare not

subject their propositions to the critical

! analysis of a public scrutiny !
These remarks are drawn from us by

; the recollection of the unfavourable im-

pression which was made on the mind of
the, late Right Hon. GEORGE LAMB, the
much-respected Under-Secretary of State,
by the private representations on public
matters made to that gentleman. Mr.

LAMB, it will be remembered, brought
forward in the House of Commons the

Apothecaries-Act Amendment Bill. Hence
his active interference in medical affairs

soon rendered him an unsuspecting ob-
ject of corporate intrigue. Mr. LAMB

was beset daily by hosts of monopolists
and their agents, and it was incessantly
attempted, in private interviews, and at

private conversations, to represent to him
the dangers that would result from legis-
lative interference in medical affairs,-to

point out to him the admirable construc-
tion of the existing laws,- the flourishing
state of the profession, as compared with
that of former periods,-to impress on
him that medical corporators govern their
institutions with the most virtuous dis-

interestedness,&mdash;and to convince him, in

short, that the least change in medical

law might lead to a great augmentation
of existing evils. Or if any alteration

at all were required, the emissary of the

Apothecaries Company contended for an
increase of power on the part of that wor-

shipful body ;-the President of the Col-
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lege of Physicians sought for the privilege of Parliament, that he was resolved to

of granting degrees,-and the gentleman act justly towards practitioners generally,
deputed by the Council of the College of and firmly reject, on all occasions, the

Surgeons declared that no other amend- one-sided recommendations of individuals

ment of medical law was required than who were interested in the continuance of
the recognition, by legal statute, of the wrong-doing.
rights of members of the College in Lin- When the vacancy at the Home Office

coln’s Inn Fields. was announced, there was not a little anx-
Until these contradictory and irrecon- iety, we may say uneasiness, felt on thecilable statements had acted by collision subject of Mr. LAMB’o successor. When,

in the mind of Mr. LAMB, and thus led however, it was understood that Loid

that gentleman to think for himself, and HOWICK would be appointed to the vacant
disabuse his understanding of the errone- post, great satisfaction was instantly ma-
ous notions which had originated in the nifested throughout the ranks of the pro-false statements of interested parties, he fession,&mdash;the monopolists at the same time
was not, it may be said, the enemy of the (ILiailiyig under the new appointment, and
monopolists,&mdash;simply because he did not the heads of the corporations showing the
know that there existed plundering cor- extent of theirrage,by indulging iiltliefolil-

porations under the management and en- est calumnies against his lordship’s father.
tire guidance of monopolists. On one The occasion for slander, however, was not

occasion we heard Mr. LAMB declare, in a a fitting one, as Earl GnEY, since he has

private interview, that he fully believed filled the office of premier, has certainly
that the whole profession would be satis- exhibited no unfriendly feeling towards
fied with the change it was proposed to the medical profession. On the contrary,

adopt at the recommendation of Mr. the noble Earl supported the Anatomy
GUTHRIE,&mdash;a change which would have Bill, on the understanding that it was the
been as partial in operation as it was odi- wish of the profession that it should be

ous in principle,-as incompatible with enacted into a law; and thus, when he
the preservation of the public health as had the power to reject the Bill, and carry
it was with the rights which ought to be into effect the opinions which he expressed
enjoyed by all the legally-qualified mem- in 1828, his Lordship generously accededbers of the profession. On that occasion to what he considered to be the views of

Mr. LAMB frankly declared that his judg- the profession, rather than adhere with

ment had been formed on incorrect data ; pertinacity to any abstract principle which
and that henceforth his conduct should be he had previously, and possibly then, too,
influenced alone by testimony elicited by considered to be correct, We refer, es-

public investigation and discussion. Alas! pecially, to his Lordship’s ready acqui-
This noble determination was destined to escence in the proposal, to no longer sub-
confer little benefit on the profession and! ject the bodies of murderers to dissection,
the public, for, to the regret of all who were; -an alteration in our penal statutes which
acquainted with the private and public the noble Earl reprobated in very une-
worth of that gentleman, his official ca- quivocal language. The advocacy by the
reer in medical legislation has been for noble Earl, therefore, of the Anatomy
ever stopped by the relentless hand of Bill, was a liberal concession to medical
death. The loss of Mr. LAMB is severely opinion, and it is scandalous, therefore, to
felt by the profession, as he proved, indis- represent that the noble Premier is the

putably, by his conduct, both in and out unbending enemy of the profession.
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As Lord HOWICK is a scholar of varied incurred the hatred of the profession, they
attainments, and has proved by his con- seem to have resolved on adopting a line
duct in the House of Commons on the of policy which shall ensure to them that
slave question that he is a hold and in- agreeable collegiate peculiarity. It was

dependent thinker, and indisputably ho- only the other day that we were at some
nest in the declaration of his opinions, we pains to prove that this institution was by
believe that his appointment to the office far the most liberal of the three medical
of Under Secretary in the Home depart- corporations of this metropolis. Annoyed,
ment will cause the profession to consider we suppose, at such a distinction, the Col-
the death of Mr. LAMB, as regards the lege has resolved on wiping out this un-

proposed changes in medical law, more just imputation on its character, and has

as a private calamity than a public loss. seized, with avidity, a scheme which is

Lord HOWICK, although a young legis- calculated to render it a still more odious

lator, commands a large share of public institution than either the College of Sur-

respect, and we entreat the noble Lord geons or Rhubarb Hall.

not to place his reputation in jeopardy, Whatisnowthcprojectof this body? That

by sanctioning, in the remotest degree, Gracluatcs from Oxford and Cambridge
the secret intrigues of the monopolists, shall no longer be admitted to the Fellow-
The members of the medical profession ship as a right, but that all physicians
call for a public investigation into their who may hereafter apply to the College
grievances, and as they have already found for examination, shall become Licenti-

protection, and experienced much courtesy ates" merely, and that the Fellows shall

and a polite demeanour, from Lord MnL- afterwards select from amongst the Licen-BOURNE and his deceased brother, they tiates stich individuals as they may deem
hope and expect that the like measure of best qualified to participate in the exer-

justicewill be meted out to them in all their cise of the governing powers of the insti.
future applications at the office of the Se- tution ! Oh, thou cheating spirit of RE-

cretary of State. Should a certain well- FORM ’ Why dost thou mock us with thy
known supple courtier interfere, we would delusive phantasies ?
have the noble secretary and his colleague Obviously, we have reason to rejoice
bear in mind, that that individual utters that such a project has issued from the
the sentiments of a small and insignificant temple in Pall Mall East. It will help
coterie, and that with regard to his con- to push forward, with rapid strides, the
duct in medical politics, there may be ap- question of general medical reform, and to
plied to him with much propriety, the accomplish for it a triumphal result. The

mcfnkish rhyme,- device of the President and Fellows is
" Mel in ore, verba lactis, founded in the hope that the Licentiates,

- Fel in cordc, frans in factis." the entire body of physicians, will submit
to the degrading denomination of the col.

lege, because a manifestation of hostility
THE College of Physicians, like a blush- from any Licentiate,-if such a regulation

ing maiden, starts off suddenly from its as this can be enforced under the existing
admirers. This institution cannot endure charter,-would for ever exclude that re-
the unexpected shock of commendation. fractory Licentiate from a seat amongst
There certainly is a strong love of con- the Fellows. The scheme, in short, ex-

sistency manifested by its governors ; for, hibits the abominable principle of self-

as during.the last fifty years they have election in its worst and most glaring
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colours. It is precisely the system of

the College of Surgeons. The Council

there fill up all the vacancies which occur
in their own court. They are self-elected;
hence, self-perpetuated, and, exercising
this extraordinary power, they exclude

from the Council all those members of the

College whom they have found it im-

possible to corrupt. While the indepen-
dent gentlemen of the commonalty have

usually been passed over with disdain, the

hangers-on of the hospitals, the slavish

toad-eaters of the Council, have been, as

usual, approved and elected.
The example thus afforded has not been i

without its effect in the College of Phy- i
sicians. The Fellows finding that the li-
censed and unlicensed physicians have
petitioned parliament for the removal of
their professional disabilities and burdens,
consider that the best mode which can be

adopted for quieting the malcontent,, is
to render the admission to the Fellowship
an act of grace and favour. Thus, the
Fellows erect themselves into a self-per- Ipetuating tribunal,&mdash;rejecting or admitting,
according to their caprice, all future 

as-pirants to the Fellowships !
Observe. The present Fellows obtained

their offices through having received their
degrees at Oxford or Cambridge. In short,
those Universities were the channels

through which the present Fellows claimed
the right of admission to the ruling Chairs
of the College.
Having obtained possession of their

seats, they immediately wheel round and
insist, that no graduate, whether of Ox-
ford or Cambridge, or any other place,
shall be allowed to enjoy the like privi-
lege, unless they choose to admit him as
a matter of favour !

Thus, the entire body of Licentiates

must consent to succumb to the Fellows,
- to submit patiently to insult,-to re-

main silent under oppression,&mdash;or, in ob-
serving an opposite line of conduct, elect

to be for ever excluded from the office of
Fellow.

Such is the reform which is prescribed
by our ruling authorities ! When the de-

tails of this new scheme are placed before
us, we shall enter into a full examination

of the subject.

It would appear that recent events have

produced a few changes in our medical
associations. It will be seen by the fol-

lowing note, that Dr. GEORGE GREGORY

signs himself, "late Secretary to the
I ASSOCIATED LICENTIATE PHYSICIANS,"
and RODERICK MACLEOD is no longer
a member of that body :-

31, Weymouth St., Portland-place,
" Jan. 10, 1834.

" SIR,&mdash;You are requested to attend a
General Meeting of the Associated Li-
centiates, at Dr. M. Ha!l’s, No. 14, Man-
chester-square, on Wednesday, Jan. 15, at
Eight o’Clock. I am, Sir, your obedient
servant,

"GRORGE GREGORY,
" Late Sec. to the Association."

"GEORGE GREGORY,

THE CULPRIT MACI,EOD.

ON Tuesday last, about mid-day, the

following note, numbered I., was delivered
to our publisher by Mr. BLOOMFIELD, one
of the clerks of the house of Messrs.

LONGMAN and Co. As the Editor was

absent from town, the document was notplaced in his hands until the following
morning, about ten or fifteen minutes

previous to his receiving the letter marked
No. II., by a messenger who came direct
from the house of Mr. TUCKER:-

No. I.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;You state in THE LAN CET of this

day that I had been the bearer of a com-
munication from Dr. Macleod to you con-
veying a wish on his part that "all hosti-lities " should cease between you. There
is some great mistake in this. Dr. Macleod
never expressed any desire of the kind to

I
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me, nor antharised me to make that or
any other communication to you.

I am, Sir, your obedient scrvant,
J. H. TUCKER.

17, Howland-Street,
Jan. 18, 1834.

J. H. TUCKER.

Before we had recovered from the stun-

ning surprise which a perusal of this brief
communication had occasioned,-and the
extent and character of our astonishment

will be conjectured by the reader when
he has examined No. II.,&mdash;we were

favoured with the following letter from
Mr. TUCKER. No. I. is dated Saturday,
though it was delivered at our office only
on the following Tuesday:-

No 11.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;After I had dispatched my letter
of last Saturday to THE LANCET Office,
stating that 1 was not the bearer of a mes-
sage from Dr. Macleod to you, I thought
that something more was due t all par-
ties.
You are quite correct in all you have

said, excepting that Dr. Macleod expressed
a wish that 1 should communicate any-
thing he said to you. When Dr. Macleod
told me he was not then the editur of the
Gazette, and that many of the articles for
which you had attacked him were not

written by him, I said I shall tell Mr.

Wakley this&mdash;he laughed and we parted-
he neither said, do, or do not; but I natu-
rally concluded I was at liberty to act as 1
pleased, I therefore told you what he had
said. Is it not possible you might have
misunderstood me? If you persist that I
did say I was the bearer of a communica-
tion, I really must request that we have
an interview in the presence of a friend of
Dr. Macleod and one of your own. If it
then be proved that I am in error, I must
bear the blame; at present, the affair
stands in an awkward position;; you assert,
I contradict, Dr. Macleod is supposed to
have deputed me to carry a message to
you, his greatest public foe ! I shall never
be at rest till the matter is properly ex-
plained. Perhaps I might, among the
many things I have stated to you of Dr.
Macleod (entirely with a view to make you
less hostile towards him), have dropt an
unguarded expression, which might ex-
cuse your assertion, but I must be con-
vinced of this. I have often spoken of
you to Dr. Macleod, with the hope that I
might be the means of effecting a recon-
ciliation. Both Dr. Macleod and yourself

must feel 1 had no other object in view.

I shall not now mention the many thingsthe trio have said; were I to do so, the
world would be convinced that Mr. Wakley
is no private foe of Dr. Macleod, that
Dr. Macleod wished well to Mr. Wakley,
and that the writer of this article would
have been most happy if he could have
united two persons, whose talents and

private worth deserve the applause of all.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. H. TUCKER.
17, Howland-street,

Jan.22,1834.

As the truth of all we alleged is ad.

rnitted by Mr. Tucxr:x in No. II., we
cannot comprehend what is to be gained

by the proffered interview. However, we

cheerfully assent to the proposition, and
are content to leave the selection of the

! arbitrators to Mr. TUCKER himself. If he
I

will name three medical practitioners of
i respectability, whether they he Whigs,
Radicals, or Tories, we shall be content.
But what question, we ask, would the ar
bitrators be called on to decide ? As Mr.

TUCKER now clearly shows that MACLEOD
at least assented to the friendly communi-
cation,&mdash;an assent unequivocally given,-
of his wish to be on friendly terms with
THE LANCET, the only point to be deter-
mined is, whether Mr. TucKER stated to

the Editor of THE LANCET that MACLEOD

actually wished him to he the bearer of
the peaceful offering. This, then, accord-

ing to Mr. TUCKER’S own admission, is

now the only point on which a doubt can
rest. We are perfectly content to leave
the decison of this unimportant fragment
of the question to arbitrators of Mr.
TUCKER’S own choosing. We have con.

sidered it best to accept Mr. TucKER’s
offer thus publicly, rather than convey

any communication to him on the subject.

J. H. TUCKER.

RiCE AND CHOLERA.&mdash;Extract from a

letter written by a surgeon in the north
to a friend in London, dated Jan. 14,

1834:&mdash;
" Do you know that the cholera has

’ been existing in the Wakefield House of
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Correction for this month or five weeks
weeks past, and that there have been seve-
ral deaths ? I have been anxiously look-
ing for a report of the same, in THE LAN-
CET, from Mr. DUNN, who addressed a
letter to the Editor, as an anti-Tytler."
The following is a part of the communi-

cation of Mr. DUNN :-" We have lately
substituted an allowance of rice" in lieu
of the previous diet of the prisoners, "the
result of which I will communicate after
we have made a longer trial of it.’*-
LANCET, Nov. 9, 1833, page 248.

LETTER FROM DR. JOHNSON.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The editor of the Medical Gazette
still adheres to his statement respecting
the alleged expressions used by me in the
Westminster Medical Society, though I have
positively denied them, and appealed to
the whole Society on the subject. The

onus probandi lies with the accuser, and as
there were more than a hundred witnesses

present on the occasion, it is incumbent
on the editor to produce some proof, and
then I shall have something tangible to
deal with. Is it likely, Sir, that I should
have made a statement which I knew to
be false, and which would have been de-
tected the very next day ? As to mutual
overtures, proposals, or arrangements;
made and accepted, I have only to say:
first, that I never made an overture or

proposal of the kind in question, or of any
kind, to the Editor of THE LANCET, nor
he to me; secondly, that no personal or
.private interview ever took place between
us for that, or any other purpose; and
thirdly, that no epistolary correspond-
ence ever existed between us for an " Ar-

rangement, &c.," or for any other purpose
whatever. If I subscribed five pounds for
the prosecution of St. John Long, it was
publicly, and not clandestinely, in the
same way that I have subscribed on many
other occasions, and for many other pur-
poses, of which I am not ashamed. What
crime next, from my amiable contempo-
rary, who, while he stigmatizes the editors
of other journals by name, takcs care to
conceal his own, and thus fights from be-
hind a hedge ? I am, Sir, your obedient
servant, JAMES JOHNSON.

19 Jan., 1834.
P. S.-The scandalous insinuation that

I suborned my son (for it does insinuate
as much) to acknowledge himself the
author of a paper in the Medico-Chirurgi-
cal Review, I throw back with scorn and

I disgust. It is a dastardly attack, which
none but an assassin in the dark, or in a
mask, would venture to make. It tends,
more than anything which has yet hap-

pened, to demonstrate the pollntcd source
from whence it springs. The 1Wedical
Gazette has now branded its own forehead
with a mark of infamy which time can
never efface. J. J.

*** On once more appealing to our

reporter on the subject, that gentleman
informs us that the report in THE LANCET
is verbatim; and that, consequently, the
words and meaning attributed to Dr.
Johnson regarding an " arrangement 

"

with THE LANCET, are entirely without
foundation.&mdash;ED. L.

SUNDAY DOINGS IN CONDUIT-STREET.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In compliance with your request,
I take the earl icst opportunity of inform-
ing you, that the name of the individuai,
who, hy his unhandsome conduct, has
made himself the object of the reproaches
of the profession, is BALDERSON. I
must beg leave to trespass so far on your
valuable pages, as to request insertion for
another instance of the grievance in ques-
tion.
A patient of mine was taken to Sir

A. Cooper’s residence about twelve weeks
ago, for the worthy Baronet’s professionaladvice; but about six weeks afterwards,
on the patient getting worse, it was deem-
ed unadvisable to take her out, when Mr.
BALDERSON made his appearance at her
house as the regular medical attendant, in
which capacity he has since continued np
to the present date, receiving from the

parties a fair remuneration for the medi-
cines. These facts I only yesterday be-
came acquainted with, on accidentally call-
ing upon the family. But there is a fea-
ture in the above case which makes it

doubly hard upon me, inasmuch as the
patients are indebted to me for former at-
tendance, &c., and will, I doubt not, ulti-
mately pay, but that money which might
perhaps be appropriated to discharge the
account, is now paid over to the present
attending surgeon, Mr. B., so that, you
perceive I lose the advantages resulting
from the case, while the interloper reaps
the benefit so justly due to my prior ser-
vices. Having stated thus much, permit
me to ask how far the " worthy Barouet"
is entitled to the appendix to his title,
which I have put in italics? I am, Sir,
your obedient servant,

A CONSTANT READER.


